
Clunes Neighbourhood House was honoured recently to be approached by the Queen Victoria
Women's Centre to help them host a regional event in recognition of the United Nations
International Day of Rural Women (IDRW) on Tuesday, 15th October at 6pm - 8pm.  
 
The Queen Victoria Women’s Centre is an iconic Melbourne landmark that testifies to the
enduring contribution of women’s enterprise to Victoria’s social, economic and cultural heritage.  
They are keen to help rural women mark this day by coming together in celebration - with lots of
fun and great food planned!  But they are also keen during the event to touch on topics
important to rural women going forward.  It's a great opportunity for Clunes women and girls to
explore how Centre's like QVWC might play a role in rural communities, as well as start talking
about our own needs locally.  We can fit 100 people comfortably - so make sure you book to
come to this free event as soon as possible at trybooking.com/553539.
 
Please note there will be no Open House Dinner this night - for obvious reasons!
 
It seems fitting to be partnering with QVWC for such an event in a month when Clunes
Neighbourhood House is officially launching an enterprise of our own.  In the Bag is a micro
enterprise sparked by several local women coming to us with an idea they hoped might
ultimately lead to local employment opportunities.    Read more about In the Bag on the
following pages or visit www.inthebagaustralia.com.
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The crucial role that women and girls play in ensuring the sustainability of rural households and
communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall wellbeing, has been increasingly recognised.
Women account for a substantial proportion of the agricultural labour force, including informal work,
and perform the bulk of unpaid care and domestic work within families and households in rural
areas. They make significant contributions to agricultural production, food security and nutrition,
land and natural resource management, and building climate resilience.  In rural Australia, women
are twice as likely as their city counterparts to do all of this while caring for both children
and older family members.
 
Despite these contributions, women and 
girls in rural areas lack equal access to 
productive resources and assets, public 
services, such as education and health 
care, and infrastructure, including water 
and sanitation, while much of their labour 
remains invisible and unpaid. Globally, 
with few exceptions, every gender and 
development indicator for which data are 
available reveals that rural women fare 
worse than rural men and urban women, 
and that they disproportionately experience 
poverty, exclusion and the effects of 
climate change.
 
 

The Invaluable Contribution of Rural Women to Development

Extract from www.un.org/en/events/ruralwomenday
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                                       In January of this year a group of Clunes kids created an installation at the
                                       Warehouse - Clunes to ask people in Clunes to describe our town thirty 
                                       years from now.  Several months later they collated their findings and
                                       presented them to Hepburn Shire Council.  It was a timely activity because
                                       currently you may have noticed that the Council is rolling out the Hepburn 
                                       Planning Scheme Review for 2040.  
 
                                       A Planning Scheme sets out the way land can be used, developed and
                                       protected - so the provisions and strategies included in a Planning Scheme
                                       directly shape how a town's spaces evolve.  The Civic Kids project gave an
                                       insight into some of    these factors, with community members listing 59 
                                       different ideas (see below).  Why not go along to the Information 
                                       Session in Clunes at the Warehouse from 5.30pm - 7.30pm on 
                                       Monday, 7th October and make sure what is important to you for 
                                       Clunes, remains important?
 
1.Transport 2. Bus service to other regional towns 3. More transport day and night 4. More frequent,
high speed train service to Ballarat &amp; Melbourne 5. Rail trails and link 6. More trains 7. Big city
connections 8. More public use of Shire bus Parks & Town Planning 9. No big subdivisions – a green
gap between us and Miners Rest 10. Eco warriors 11. Free produce 12. Growing spaces 13. Wicker
boxes as part of town landscape 14. Town facilities and residences within walking distance 15.
Scenic walks to enjoy and take visitors to 16. Tree-filled, lush town, a favourite of tourists Green
Spaces 17. Indigenous parks 18. History walks 19. Dog parks 20. Improved skate parks 21. More
shelter, shady picnic and gathering spaces 22. Green belts 23. More connections for walking and
riding 24. More trees 25. Shady outdoor spaces 26. Walking loops 27. Keep village feel 28. Public
fruit forests 29. History walks 30. Lots of walking spaces 31. Future crops organic – no chemical
Energy, Technology & Infrastructure 32. Solar powered. 33. NBN wire to the premises everywhere
34. Green leader sustainable power – solar, wind, non-fuel vehicle filling stations 35. Free drink
bottle (H20) filling stations 36. High speed internet – free town Wi-Fi 37. More Wi-Fi hotspots People
& Culture 38. More social services 39. Local jobs – maybe work from home 40. Community
involvement 41. Multicultural welcoming safe village 42. Community activities 43. Preserves and
celebrates history 44. Display of Clunes films 45. More job opportunities locally and co-working
spaces 46. Local entertainment and events 
47. Netball 48. University study spaces 
49. United Clunes boards and committees 
50. Multigeneration – things for all ages 
51. Local artists and artisans well supported and 
thriving 52. Industry in addition to tourism 
53. Somewhere safe and accessible to exercise – 
maybe outdoor gym or 24/7 indoor gym 
54. An event filled calendar for the town that has 
something for everyone 
55. On call nurse 56. Secondary and tertiary 
education 57. Outdoor gym 58. Better access to 
mental health services 59. Horse riding club
 
Do you agree with these ideas or are there other 
issues that are important to you?
 
 
 
 

Decisions that shape our Town
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A team of 10 volunteers worked from March until September with our 
Project Team Leader, Tamara Wright (and her dog Cora - see if you can 
spot Cora in one of the photos?) to develop a business plan, logo, website 
and product prototypes.  Operating out of one of the re-fitted containers; 
adjacent to the Community Garden, the team created a bespoke 'factory'
to produce enviro bags for small businesses and festivals out 
of natural or repurposed fabrics....and now we are ready to launch!
 
                                                       Small businesses seeking customised enviro bag options will be
                                                       able to purchase re-usable bags in small business sized bundles
                                                        - with or without their logo screen printed on each bag.  The 
                                                       team have also created a range of second-life bags using 
                                                       recycled fabrics for individual purchase, as well as a clever  
                                                       gardening bag - complete with seeds - and a simple gardening 
                                                       book for budding Clunes gardeners.  Pop into the Clunes 
                                                       Greener Grocer to purchase one of these bags!
 
 
A volunteer-driven enterprise currently, ultimately we hope to grow In the Bag so that it is generating
sufficient funds to create casual employment opportunities in Clunes.  If you enjoy sewing and would 
like to be a part of the team don't hesitate to email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org or call 53454078.
 
 

In March this year Clunes Neighbourhood House partnered with 
Matchworks, an Australia-wide employment services and job network 
provider, to turn an idea into a micro-enterprise.  For Matchworks it 
was the first time that they had ever funded, through the Work for 
the Dole Scheme, the development of a social enterprise in Victoria.
 
 
 

It turns out that it really is 'In the Bag'!

A mi���-en���p���e ba��� in t�e 'Ar� Fac���y'

Ch�i�t��� p�a�n��� is we�� un���w��...
We have four teams of volunteers working on activities for 
Christmas, as well as community members popping in to help 
build floats (typically on a Monday) or help out in Santa's 
Workshop on a Tuesday 10am til 1pm.  Want to know more?
Follow www.facebook.com/ChristmasinClunes/
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Did you know that if you measured the contribution of Clunes Neighbourhood House volunteers financially,
they contribute nearly $800,000 in talent and time annually?  To ensure that we make the most of people's
generosity, Clunes Neighbourhood House has been trialling a new volunteer communication and
management app called MyImpact.  This nifty app lets us share all we are doing with our volunteers, helps
with scheduling and enables us to collectively ensure that we are able to have the greatest impact possible. 
 

Tri����n� a Vol����er Ap�

The Good Things Foundation have once again made it possible 
for Clunes Neighbourhood House to offer practical IT sessions for 
people looking to get on top of their smart devices.  
 
The sessions were so popular last year, that this time we'll run 
two mornings.  These classes are free as part of a Seniors Week 
initiative.  No matter your age, if you want to out smart your smart 
device, then book by calling 5345 4078 or pop in.
 
                                Where?  70 Bailey Street, Clunes.
                                Time?     10.30am til 1.30pm
                                When?    Wednesday, 16th October 2019 OR

                                      Thursday, 17th October 2019
 

 

Out Sma�� yo�� Sma�� Pho��!


